for the Promotion of Social Services are reproduced herewith together with an additional account of a deputation to the then President of the Privy Council-the Duke of Marlborough.
The excellent preliminary introduction by Professor Flinn emphasizes that the pamphlets were key documents in this process of sanitary reform. The first by Stewart begins with a review of existing legislation and its negligible effect on the prevention of cholera and typhoid fever and the provision of pure water. The work of Chadwick, Simon and Snow is critically examined, especially in relation to policy and decisionmaking. The poor salaries of Medical Officers of Health is emphasized as well as their neglected role in the development of local health consciousness.
Jenkins then takes up the legal aspects, criticizing the fragmentary character of existing legislation and suggesting that the most important deficiency is the absence of a 'central overlooking power'. All sanitary matters should come within the management of one authority who would have a staff of officers overlooking and directing local authorities and their officials. He also questions the supply of gas and water by private companies. In his final summing up he perceptively states that 'in the administration of laws human, unlike laws divine, diversities of operation are obstructive'. This diversity was emphasized in the deputation to the Duke of Marlborough, who was sympathetic to the views expressed.
The University of Leicester is to be congratulated for its initiative in providing readers with influential Victorian texts that would otherwise be forgotten. 
